St. Andrews Montessori School

October 1, 2019

Montessori
Moments
BASIC PRINCIPALS OF EFFECTIVE PARENTING
DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE PARENTING SKILLS IS NOT EASY. IT IS AN ENDEAVOR THAT
DEMANDS CONSTANT EFFORT. BUT THE EFFORT IS WORTHWHILE BECAUSE IT WILL
HELP A CHILD BECOME SOCIALLY WELL ADJUSTED. IT WILL ALSO INCREASE THEJOY
OF PARENTING.

HERE ARE THE 4 BASIC PRINCIPALS THAT ARE WORTH REPEATING:
1.

BE PREPARED. TRY TO ANTICIPATE BAD BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS, IF POSSIBLE. MANY UNPLEASANT SITUATIONS COULD BE AVOIDED IF APPROPRIATE PREVENTATIVE MEASURES ARE TAKEN.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ANTICIPATE BAD BEHAVIOR, FROM YOUR CHILD IN
THE GROCERY STORE, BE SURE TO TALK WITH HIM ABOUT WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR THE STORE.
2. BE SPECIFIC. EVEN THOUGH A PARENT KNOWS WHAT “GOOD” BEHAVIOR IS AND WHAT “BAD”BEHAVOIR IS, A CHILD MAY NOT. THEREFORE, BE
AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE IN DESCRIBING THESE ACTIONS.
3. BE FAIR. LET THE CONSEQUENCE FIT THE BEHAVIOR.
4. BE CONSISTENT. ALTHOUGH A PARENT MAY BE IN A GOOD MOOD
ONE DAY AND A BAD MOOD THE NEXT, CHILDREN ARE NOT YET ABLE TO
READ THESE FEELINGS. SO IT IS IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENT
BEHAVIOR FROM ONE DAY TO THE NEXT AND FROM ONE SITUATION TO
ANOTHER.
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Celebrations of Life

Volunteer Opportunities
Reminder:

If you would like to volunteer to help with class projects,
be a door greeter, a substitute

October
Isla Lovejoy

10/1

Thaneesh Rongala

10/3

Tyson Bussell

10/6

CoachChristy

10/9

Victor Callender

10/9

Seaborn Roddenberry

10/10

Miss Melinda

10/11

Vega Justice

10/18

Grant Newman

10/20

Ainsley Stooksbury

10/27

Amethyst Wheeler

10/27

Max Jackson

10/31

On September 21, we gathered

around the Peace Pole to sing
“Light a Candle for Peace.”

teacher, a room-mother, etc., the
you MUST complete a comprehensive background record check. To
do this, stop by the office and
see Tiffany for the instructions.
The application is done online

and the record will be good for 5
years.
Background check is free.

We joined Montessori children
from around the world in singing
together.

We need more volunteers
to help with our recycling. Let us
know if you can offer a hand
with 2this.

www.lightacandleforpeace.com
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Su Mon

Tue

Wed

1 Picture Day 2 Picture Day

Thu

Fri

3 Picture Day 4 Elementary Field

Sat
5

Trip Grand Opera
House

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13 14

15

16

17

18

19

20 21

22

23 Elementary

24

25 Staff Planning

26 Staff

Day, School Closed

Training Warner
Robins 8:30-3:30

Field Trip Grand
Opera House

27 28 Positive

29

30

31 Halloween

Parenting 9-11

BUILDING UPDATE
The new Upper elementary classroom is finally progressing….
The roof is on, the sheetrock is about to be installed along with
plumbing, hvac, and more.
Hoping to be in the room before Thanksgiving.
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To the following:


To all our early morning door greeters

To all who have made donations toward the Upper Elementary Tybee
Island Trip





To all who provided food and assisted with the International Picnic



To Daniel Scruggs for traveling from Charleston, S.C. , to share his
collection of international instruments.


To Christy Donaghy for being our Parent Volunteer Coordinator.

The directories are now ready and are being sent home with each child. Please
use your directory to contact other families and for the mailing of any party
invitations. Hopefully, we have printed the information correctly . Please let us
know if you find an error or have a change of address.

Fundraisers:
Received from Kroger Community Rewards- $31.88
Every little bit counts-Use your Kroger Plus Card to benefit St. Andrews.
Go to Kroger.com and sign up with our school code # 17415.

Positive Parenting
Fellowship Hall
October 28th
9-11 am
Mark your calendars and plan to attend when you can &
bring a friend. The October class will meet Monday, October 28, 9:00-11:00 am. Courtney will address “frustration.”
You will hopefully come away with a new lens through
which to view and interpret frustration.

HAVING FUN IN PRIMARY ONE!!!
We are so proud of our little ones in the Toddler Class. They come in with smiling faces
in the morning and greet us warmly. It is too precious! The class is beginning to normalize, morning
routines are established, and there’s improvement every day. It is amazing how much they can do. We
are continuing to explore primary colors.. Red…Yellow…and Blue. The children are learning to identify
the colors and sign them as well. (using sign language) Ask them to show you and practice at home!
In the month of October we will explore a lot of practical life lessons. We have just begun
lessons in watering plants, gathering laundry, taking out the trash, washing dishes, feeding our pets,
and more. Some of these are responsibilities that we have on our Responsibility Chart. We have also
been working on using a lot of language with the children. Learning to use our voices and kind words to
work through problems and express our needs. Sometimes the children feel overwhelmed or excited
and aren’t sure how to express these feelings. To avoid screaming, throwing things, hitting, etc.. We
simply give the children safe words, sign language, or actions to express themselves. If someone takes
your work away and won’t return it, ask someone for help. Find a teacher and say “Help me please!” If
someone does something that you don’t like, you can say “Please stop!” Sometimes we feel sad when
our mommies and daddies leave us at school. It’s ok to say “I feel sad.” The day is filled with numerous
opportunities for using our words to express ourselves!

We will soon begin exploring “color mixing.” We will show the little ones that if you combine two
colors, you can create a new one! How exciting! As we hope and prepare for cooler weather, we will
begin to explore our outside environment and garden. We will begin talking about changes in the
weather, the color of the leaves changing, and explain a bit about why that happens. Ask your little one
about their day and see what they have to say about their new discoveries at school. We love our
classroom and all the toddlers here. We are always Having Fun in Primary One!
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MISS CHHABI AND MISS RAFAT’S CLASS

The beginning of a new school year is always exciting! We welcome back our returning students
who have grown in so many ways over the summer and our new students who we will get to see
grow over the coming months.
As usual we have begun by establishing those rules
which will lead to the freedom to choose work and
a peaceful place to work and play. We practice
grace and courtesy every day. Everyone is beginning to understand the class room routines. The
older children are, by example, helping the younger children in many ways.
In the sensorial area we have been exploring primary colors and looking at triangles, squares and
circles. We have carried this over in to the art area
by studying the artist Pablo Picasso. We have
made a “Picasso” collage using these shapes and
matched his paintings.

For our Terrific Thursday projects we have done
apple stamping, a car “plate” collage and baking
an apple. Thank you to all our Moms who came to
help! We couldn’t do it without you! If you can
volunteer for the third Thursday in October or February, please let me know as we to fill these spots!
We had a wonderful time at the International Picnic, thank you to all of you who came and for all
the wonderful dishes you brought for us to eat.
Please remember to send a warm change of
clothes for your child as the weather (hopefully!)
begins to get cooler!
We are looking forward to an AWESOME year!

We have been listening to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart in the classroom and learning about his life.
In practical life our special food preparation was
cutting apples which many have enjoyed
doing. It teaches not only how to prepare the apple but also how to share it.
The science shelves have lots of apple
works and many chose to trace and water color the parts of an apple puzzle.
The art shelves also had a lot of apple
works- collages, water color and coloring sheets.
We have begun to look at our planet
Earth. The sand paper globe, continent
globe and the continent puzzle map are
all very popular- I hope you are hearing
the songs associated with these works
at home! As we talked about the earth being made
of land, air and water we also talked about
transport. How did people move things from one
place to another? We discovered that a long time
ago everybody walked! Then we talked about using animals and the invention of the wheel. We
looked at transport vehicles on the land, in the air,
on the water and in the water!
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Miss Taibat’s and Miss Sarah’s Class
It is a great joy seeing the children bond together so quickly as friends and looking out for one
another. It is also great seeing them practicing grace and courtesy. When they come in the morning after
putting away their lunch boxes, they come in quietly and shake hands with their teachers and friends.
They then hang up their bags, put on their quiet shoes, wash their hands and choose their own work, Our
older children have been using the Peace table to resolve issues once in a while and the younger ones
have been observing.
Practical Life has been busy with spooning, pouring, tonging, basting and room care activities. We
did cut apples and served them to our friends. Food preparation teaches us so many things like independence and concentration. We will be slicing and sharing bananas in October. We will add a small
sized pumpkin to wash, one big one for hammering, and we shall carve one at the end of the month.
I will also take this opportunity to say a big thank you to our moms for helping us out on
“Wonderful Wednesday” projects. We have done concentric circles of Wassily Karkinsky, the famous artist; we did printing apples and made the Peace shirt projects. Thank you all for making this day so special. We wouldn't have been able to do it without your help. We always look forward to this fun time.
We have also started “Sound of the Week” and look forward to SHARING on Fridays with an item
that begins with that sound. We also have started sending home a special stuffed animal to journal with.
Please read the instructions in the front of the journal, help your child to write his/her adventure with the
animal and return it to school for the next child. It is so fun to see the joy on your children’s faces when
we read their stories and show their pictures.
In our Geography corner, we learned about sandpaper Globe, Land, Air and water and Continent
globe and sang special song naming the seven continents. In October, we will be going to the continent
of Europe and learning about animals there.
Our Science has also been interesting, learning about farm animals with their distinctive sounds.
In the month of October, we shall be studying bats. Moms, dads, get ready to hear interesting things your
children will be coming home to tell you about this special animal.
Sensorial is a special area we can not forget to talk about. We learned about three primary colors
and shapes. In October, we shall be learning more about other shapes, color mixing, geometric solids,
sound cylinders. Fasten your belts and ride with us.

Kindergarten News
We began the year by getting to know each other with our “All About Me” bags and playing name games and
Twister!
We have learned that the universe is enormous and we have been studying a tiny corner of it – the Solar System! We have been working with all kinds of planet works including a model of the solar system. It was fun to
pretend to be the planets orbiting the sun while listening to The Planets suite by Holst! We made a papier maché model of our planet earth for a special kindergarten project.
Telling the time is another activity we have been working on. We are using the Judy clock to tell the time on
the hour. We are learning the parts of the clock- it has a face and hands, just like us! We will be making our
own “o’clock” books soon. For our kindergarten project we made a paper plate clock.
In kindergarten we have also begun to learn about the moon and its phases. We know that the moon does
not change its shape but that the light from the sun shines on the moon so that it looks like it is changing its
shape. Our phases of the moon posters will be finished soon!
On Mondays we are learning Spanish with Senor Josh, on Thursdays we look forward to music with Miss Ellen and on Fridays we get to go outside and have P.E with Miss Christy. On Fridays we also write in our Kindergarten journals.
Kindergarten is AWESOME!

Lower Elementary News

As always, we begin our year with the First Great Story...the story of
Creation. The Montessori elementary curriculum is based on 5 Great Stories.
With the story of Creation we explore the wonders of the universe and the
mysterious, amazing, invisible forces at work: gravity, magnetism, electricity,
chemical reactions, and the states of matter, as well as the stars and planets.
This month we will focus on our planet, Earth, and its inner structure, moving
into a study of geology.
In this stage of development, children are very sociable. They enjoy
working on group projects and collaborating with each other on tasks. They are
testing boundaries of social behavior and etiquette. Their bodies are strengthening in gross motor skills and cognitive skills. Therefore, it is imperative that
they eat healthy foods-lots of protein, complex carbohydrates, and good
essential fats. Avoid highly processed foods and those with high sugar content.
A high protein breakfast will gain your child more ability to focus, sustain attention, and avoid grumpiness.
During October, our class will take 2 field trips to the Grand Opera
House to see some dramatic productions. Oct. 4-”Janet’s Planet” and Oct. 23”Rosie Revere, Engineer, and Friends”. Janet’s Planet will parallel our study of
the universe and Rosie Revere is all about architecture and construction which
our class has experienced daily with the building project going on outside our
window.

Kids make great kitchen helpers
Want to keep the kids busy and still have dinner at a reasonable time?
Here’s a list of tasks children can learn to do well at early ages…
•

Shape meatballs

•

Mix muffin batter

•

Arrange packaged biscuit dough in the baking pan

•

Peel carrots and potatoes

•

Slice bananas

•

Arrange simple individual salads such as cottage cheese and fruit on a
bed of lettuce leaves

•

Wash vegetables with a vegetable brush

•

Use a vegetable spinner to spin dry vegetables for salads and cold plates

•

Grease baking dishes

•

Arrange toppings on homemade pizza

•

Skewer assortments of foods for appetizers, snacks or desserts

•

Break and beat eggs for scrambled eggs or omelets

•

Make juice and other beverages from frozen or dry concentrate

•

Shape dough for drop cookies

•

Frost cakes or cookies

For safety’s sake, keep in mind the child’s age and ability to handle knives
and utensils, and monitor progress when using such items.

Commemorative Tile Recognition Fundraiser
Our new Elementary Wing is almost complete!!! We are looking forward to moving
into the new classroom by Thanksgiving. In an effort to help with the cost of the new
building, we are going to have a Commemorative Tile Recognition fundraiser. In the
entrance to our existing school building, you walk through the atrium with children’s
handprints and names around the wall and archway. We now have parents, who were
preschoolers when their handprints were made, now enrolling their own children to
attend St. Andrews.
It is an enduring reminder of those children and families who helped build our
school in the past and led us into the future with our building expansion. We would like to
give our current families the opportunity to have their children’s handprints or names in
our building addition.
You will be receiving a letter about the fundraiser and a form to fill out for your
child/children to be included in the commemorative tiles. The handprint tiles will be $500
(two tiles, one for each handprint) or smaller name tiles (one tile) for $100.
Please watch for the Commemorative Tile letter and return the form to the school
office. A date will be set for your child to create their tile imprints.

FRIDAY NIGHT DATE NIGHT
October 11

6:30-10:00 PM

We will have a light snack, playtime, movie and popcorn. So feed them dinner and drop them
of with Ms. Toni on the playground.
Please…..NO TOYS OR ELECTRONICS
You can sign up next week on the Sign-In clipboard.
Hope to see you there!

Upper Elementary News
Welcome back Upper Elementary. We have a great group of students that blend well together and show a great
amount of grace and courtesy to their fellow students.
I know we were all hoping to be in the new classroom for the start of our year, but some small complications have
delayed our move to the new classroom. Yes, we are back in our old spot, but this year we have added more single desks and
the children can use both rooms for mat work. This has been made possible by the addition of Christy Kerr. Christy has
brought her excitement and energy to the classroom. We are lucky to have her on our team.
We have two new great students to our classroom; Lacee Kerr and Grant Newman. They have come right in without
a hitch, so please make them feel welcome if you see them.
Upper Elementary are going to be busy this fall. We have exciting Fieldtrips planned as well as Going-Out-Trips.
Fieldtrips
The Grand Opera House
October 4, 2019 Janet’s Planet
•October 23, 2019 Rosie Revere
•March 12, 2020 Alash
Central Georgia Technical College Cabinet Making Workshop
•Date TBA (please sign permission slip and return it asap)
Burton 4-H Camp on Tybee Island
•November 3 – 6, 2019
Going-Out Trips
Loaves & Fish Ministry of Macon (Students Community Service)
•Next trip October 29, 2019
We will go every 4th Tuesday of the month unless we are out for our Holiday Break.
Our first Going-out-Trip was a great success. The children handed out sack lunches to those in need. The children learned how
important it is to give back, so they have set out a donation box they will take with them on our next trip, so please donate. We were
told that the Ministry needs:
•Clothing
•Backpacks
•Hotel toiletries
•Coats and Sweatshirts
•Blankets
We are hitting our academics hard and challenging the students to do their best. The students will be doing a group reading of the
Newberry Award winning book “When you Reach Me”. The students will each receive a work booklet that follows along with each chapter to
help stimulate the students thought process and strengthen their vocabulary skills.
Note to Upper Elementary Parent’s
•Janet’s Planet Fieldtrip Friday October 4, 8:00am @ the School
•Tybee Island Parent meeting Tuesday October 8, 2019 at 6:00pm.
•Walk-a-Thon October 10, 6:00pm to 7:00pm
•If you would like to be the Room Parent Volunteer, please let me know.
Thanks,
Gena Howell and Christy Kerr

